September 22, 2009

Town Board Meeting


A Regular Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Cortlandt was conducted on September 22, 2009 in the Vincent F. Nyberg Meeting Room of the Cortlandt Town Hall located at One Heady Street, Cortlandt Manor, NY (10567) with the following elected official and appointed staff in attendance: 

LINDA D. PUGLISI


Supervisor 

FRANCIS X. FARRELL

Councilmember 

ANN LINDAU


Councilmember 

RICHARD BECKER

Councilmember 
JOHN E. SLOAN


Councilmember 
Also present:



JO-ANN DYCKMAN 

Town Clerk 



THOMAS WOOD, ESQ.

Town Attorney 



GLENN CESTARO 


Comptroller 



EDWARD VERGANO 

DOTS, Director 

CLAUDIA VAHEY 
Human Res. Coor. 

RENE BRACKEN 
Deputy Town Clerk 



KATHLEEN BURLESON

DES Director



JEFF TKACS


DES, Homeland Safety & 







Security Coor.

MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

Supervisor Puglisi called the meeting to order at 7:30 p.m.

* * * * * * * * * *

PLEDGE TO THE FLAG 

* * * * * * * * * *

SUPERVISOR’S PROCLAMATIONS AND REPORTS

Supervisor Puglisi welcomed everyone and displayed a poster she received called the Dignity Memorial Vietnam Wall and read from it explaining that it is wall that goes around the regions replicating the Memorial Wall in Washington, DC.  This movable wall will be at the Fleming Field, Prescott Street, Yonkers, N.Y. November 13 –15.  Information will be on the Town website.
The new Youth and Recreation Center opened on September 12th at the 4th Annual Family Fun Day and the opening can be viewed on Channel 78 or video streamed on the computer. Supervisor Puglisi stated that the land was owned by the Town of Cortlandt and how the youths who attend the Center are well supervised by highly qualified and experienced adults.

The Supervisor described a tour she gave to a visitor of Town Hall and how the visitor was impressed by the beauty of Town Hall.  She commented on it’s history of the community that is depicted  and how the Town has kept the original beauty of the building. The visitor recalled the prior school that is now Town Hall and Supervisor Puglisi explained that the Town bought this building from the Lakeland School District and that it is totally paid for, owned by the residents, and that the Town is very proud of this building.
 * * * * * * * * *

ROLL CALL
On a roll call vote taken by Town Clerk Dyckman, all Town Board members indicated their presence.
* * * * * * * * * *

TOWN BOARD REPORTS 

Councilmember Farrell: Recalled an objection brought up during a previous meeting involving the Riverbank Holding Company proposing an energy storage project in Verplanck regarding the proximity to the Ramapo Fault and the possibility that drilling might cause some disturbance.  He noted an article in the New York Times that described a project in Germany where a company drilled down into the earth and disturbances do occur and that there is conflicting data that is provided by the government and the company.  It states that any type of project such as this is problematic and the concern that it could cause an earthquake is not far fetched at all.  Councilmember Farrell stated that it reinforces to him that this project is even more of a “no go”.

Councilmember Lindau:  Announced that there is an organization called the “Town of Hope” which provides service dogs for independent living for our veterans from Iraq and Afghanistan.  They are having an event called “Spin for Soldiers”, a spinning class October 18th  at the New York Sports Club in Croton-on-Hudson.  Anyone who would like to participate may do so and all of the proceeds will be used to help this organization. 

Councilmember Becker:  Gave his update on the Cortlandt heating oil program (CHOP) approved again for the coming year.  Councilmember Becker stated that the program was very successful last year with 1700 residents who signed up.  There are now 9 oil companies participating indicating that it has been not only successful for the community but for the oil companies as well. He then described how the program works and that one can expect to save about $150 to $200 per year.  He noted that looking at the demographics of who signed up for the program more than 1600 of the households were in greater Cortlandt, Montrose and Buchanan with a very small number in Croton.  He asked that the 
Croton Gazette run information to inform the residents of Croton and that residents also could go to the Town of Cortlandt website to sign up.

Supervisor Puglisi commented that if the residents signed up last year they are automatically registered for this year and future years.

Councilmember Sloan:  Stated he had received a correspondence and an attached resolution from Councilman Matthew Metz from Yorktown  and that this resolution is being passed by the Yorktown Town Board. Yorktown asked that the Cortlandt Town Board endorse this resolution which calls for the end of fiscal mismanagement in Albany by asking all the legislators to sign the pledge which requires a budget in 2010 to do five particular things. He described the 5 items which are to reduce spending, end Albany’s reliance on increasing taxes,  find more cost effective way to fund quality education, restore star and end the practice of proposing unnecessary and funded mandates to locale municipalities and school districts.  Councilmember Sloan noted that this is long overdue and he strongly endorsed the Board to adopt Councilman’s Metz’s proposal and stand with them in asking for something to be different other than the comical nonsense we have seen.  This stems from the fact that the legislators do not do democracy the way it should be done and that it is up to Municipalities to get involved for change.
Supervisor Puglisi commented that the STAR program was a big concern with the residents and how it’s been decreasing throughout the years and that the State needs to bring it back up and stabilize it to help the taxpayers.
* * * * * ** * * * * *

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 

Councilmember Sloan moved that the minutes of the Regular Meeting of August 11, 2009 be approved as presented by Town Clerk Dyckman.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion and all voted AYE. 

* * * * * * * * * *

PUBLIC HEARINGS
(All Public Hearings conducted at this meeting are to be found in full context in the Official Minute Book in the Town Clerk’s office.)
Public Hearing to consider naming a section of Rt. 6 “Cortlandt Boulevard”.

Town Clerk Dyckman presented and read the notice of hearing as had been published in the official Town of Cortlandt newspaper.
Discussion: 
Supervisor Puglisi stated that this will be adjourned for a couple of months. The State Department of Transportation has agreed to rename the Town’s section of Route 6, to the “Cortlandt Boulevard”. to enhance the name Cortlandt and to put up signs at the entrance areas and also to do some improvements up and down the Boulevard.  The Town wants to make sure that emergency services are properly notified about it and then give information to the local businesses

There was no further discussion
A motion to adjourn the hearing til November was made with a motion by Councilmember Becker and seconded by Councilmember Lindau at 8:56 p.m
All voted AYE

* * * * * * * * * *

HEARING OF CITIZENS, (AGENDA ITEMS ONLY)
none

* * * * * * * * * *

BID REPORTS 

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS

Councilmember Lindau moved that the following reports be received and ordered filed, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

For the month of August, 2009 from the Purchasing Department, Office for the Aging, Highway/DES, Water Division/DOTS, Town Justices, Receiver of Taxes, and the Town Clerk.

* * * * * * * * * *

OLD BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Quarterly Report from Westchester County with respect to the Sprout 
Brook Ash Pit dated June, 2009.

2.
Reports from DES with respect to the following:


a) Guide Rail request on Watch Hill Road.


b) Wild Birch Farms and Armstrong Street

NEW BUSINESS 

Receive and File the Following:

1.
Application from Cuddy and Feder on behalf of MetroPSC for a co-location 
wireless facility on an existing tower; and refer to the Zoning Board of 
Appeals.

NEW BUSINESS, (cont.)

2.
Refer a proposal to consider amending the Planning and Zoning Boards 
process regarding properties with violations to the Westchester County 
and the ZBA.

3.
Memo from Councilman Farrell with respect to clothing drops; and refer to 
Code Enforcement/DOTS and DES.

4.
Letter from Hugh and Ann Dessner with respect to safety issues on 
Millington Road; and refer to the police agencies; DES, DOTS and the 
Traffic Safety Committee.

5.
Request for a License Agreement wit respect to 33 Colabaugh Pond 
Road; and refer to DOTS, DES and the Law Department.

Discussion: Supervisor Puglisi commented that the long awaited closure of the Westchester County Ash Pit since 1979 is coming to an end in October.  She explained about the Ash Pit is a County endeavor and stated that if she had been Supervisor at that time, that would not have happened.  

Councilmember Farrell stated that the memo from him is only an e-mail sent to the Town Board and Code Enforcement with photos of some of the clothing drops around Town which are unsightly, particularly one in Montrose and one at Annsville Circle. He stated that the contents of these drop boxes are not going to the needy, rather it is a collection point for used clothing conglomerates and Councilmember Farrell feels these boxes should not be disfiguring the Town and should be eliminated. He urged anyone who feels or knows differently to let him know. 

The Supervisor then explained the capping process to close the Ash Pit to be done without any contaminated materials and discussed with Councilmember Farrell details regarding the 30 year inspection period which is the industry’s standard for monitoring which could be extended if need be.

All voted AYE
RESOLUTIONS

All resolutions adopted at this meeting are to be found attached to the end of the original document.) 

Councilmember Farrell moved that the following resolutions be adopted, seconded by Councilmember Becker

RESOLUTION NO.227-09 RE: Extend the Appointment of the following intern for the year 2009.
RESOLUTION NO.228-09 RE: Extend the appointment of the following seasonal employees in the department of environmental services for the year 2009.
RESOLUTION NO.229-09 RE: Extend the appointment of the following seasonal employees in the department of technical service for the year 2009.
RESOLUTION NO. 230-09 RE: Authorize a 6 month leave of absence to a Recreation/DES employee
RESOLUTION NO.231-09 RE: Adopt the FEMA/NYSEMO Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan
RESOLUTIONS, (cont.)

RESOLUTION NO.232-09 RE:Authorize to seek bids with respect to snow plow removal and ice control and the removal of Brush/Fill

RESOLUTION NO. 233-09 RE: Authorize a contract with respect to General Liability Insurance.

RESOLUTION NO. 234-09 RE: Authorize the purchase of paper leaf bags to be available to residents in response to a Westchester County mandate.

RESOLUTION NO. 235-09 RE: Authorize a water overcharge refund and a one-time leak adjustment

RESOLUTION NO. 236-09 RE: Prepare plans for a possible ball field in the area of Van Cortlandtville School

RESOLUTION NO. 237-09 RE: Appoint TRC Solutions to the Town Consultant list for traffic and infrastructure evaluations.

Discussion:

Supervisor Puglisi stated that there is a brand new Westchester County mandate for no more plastic bags trickles down to the local communities. The 
Town, therefore, will purchase paper bags and will give out 5 free bags to every household and then there will be a nominal charge for them at the Sanitation Department of 10 bags for $5.00.
Councilmember Sloan noted that plans will be for a “possible” ball field and that there was a lot to determine prior to deciding.
All Voted AYE
* * * * * * * * * *

ADDITIONS TO THE AGENDA

Councilmember Sloan moved that the following items of business be added to the agenda, that the correspondence be received and ordered filed and the resolutions be adopted.  Councilmember Becker seconded the motion

Receive and File the following: 

1.
Letter from Robert and Robin Sboto with respect to property on Sunset 
Road; and refer to DES, DOTS, Open Space Committee and the Law 
Department.

2.
Draft Resolution from the Town of Yorktown calling for the end of fiscal 
mismanagement in Albany requesting Cortlandt also pass a resolution; 
and Authorize same.

RESOLUTION NO. 238-09 RE: Authorize draft resolution from the Town of Yorktown calling for the end of fiscal mismanagement in Albany

3.
Memo from the New York state Police with respect to “stop signs” at the intersections of Greenlawn and Ridge Road and the intersection of Greenlawn and Habitat Lane; and refer to DOTS, DES and the Traffic safety Committee.
4.
Letter with respect to parking restriction on Bonnie Hollow Road; and refer to DOTS, DES and the Traffic Safety Committee.

ADDITIONS to the AGENDA, (cont.)

RESOLUTIONS:
RESOLUTION NO. 239-09 RE: Appoint Viki Goldberg as a member of the Conservation Advisory Committee.

RESOLUTION NO. 240-09 RE: Amend the V&T Code and authorize DES to install “no parking” signs along the south side of Croton Dam Road.

Discussion:  Supervisor Puglisi stated that the chairman of the CAC, John Milmore had written to them requesting that Ms. Viki Goldberg be appointed.

All voted AYE
* * * * * ** * * * * *

BUDGET TRANSFERS

none

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM VARIOUS DEPARTMENTS 

None

* * * * * * * * * *

REPORTS FROM STANDING & SPECIAL COMMITTEES

None

* * * * * * * * * *

SECOND HEARING OF CITIZENS 

None

* * * * * * * * * *

ADJOURNMENT 

Councilmember Lindau moved that the meeting be adjourned at 8:40 pm, seconded by Councilmember Farrell

All voted AYE
Respectfully Submitted, 

JO-ANN DYCKMAN, 

Town Clerk 
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